
PROFESSIONAL PROFILE

I'm passionate about music, mythology and literature. I relish

every opportunity to dive deep into these worlds, and to

create new, breathtaking works to share with audiences.

RODRIGO RUIZ
Composer, Conductor,

Creative Writer,

Mythologist.

LANGUAGES

English

Spanish

Italian

French

German

Recipient of the prestigious

Joseph Campbell

Scholarship.

Studying mythology through 

 the lens of depth psychology.

Investigating artistic ways to

fuse myth and music.

EDUCATION

PACIFICA GRADUATE

INSTITUTE

M.A./Ph.D. Mythological

Studies

2020–Present 

Nigel Short and Tenebrae have

commissioned a new work for

choir and sound effects to  be

premiered at the Teotihuacan

pyramids in Mexico (in

progress)

Grace Davidson commissioned

a new song cycle based on

Shakespeare's Venus and

Adonis (2020).

Kerenza Peacock

commissioned a violin sonata

and a piano trio,  recorded for

Signum Classics with Huw

Watkins and Laura van der

Heijden alongside her (release:

March 2021).

WORK EXPERIENCE

COMPOSER

Freelance · Self-employed

2001–Present 

rodrigo@rodrigoruiz.com

www.rodrigoruiz.com

+39 329 484 0708

COMPOSITION SPECIALIZATION

with Francesco Telli, Ph.D.

2015–2020 

Was Assistant Conductor in

Naxos Records’ Milhaud:

L’Orestie d’Eschyle, which

received a 2015 Grammy

Award Nomination for Best

Opera Recording.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Master's in Orchestral

Conducting

2012 – 2014

LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY

Bachelor's in Piano Performance

cum laude

2007–2011
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WORK EXPERIENCE

MUSIC DIRECTOR

UM Gilbert and Sullivan Society

2014 Kerenza Peacock · violin

Laura van der Heijden · cello

Huw Watkins · piano

DISCOGRAPHY

BEHOLD THE STARS

Signum Records (2021)

Grace Davidson · soprano

Christopher Glynn · piano

Alison Farr · piano

AN EVERLASTING DAWN

Independently released (2017)

rodrigo@rodrigoruiz.com

www.rodrigoruiz.com

+39 329 484 0708

Several collections of short

lyric poems (in Spanish,

English and Italian) on various

themes, including nature, love,

myth and spirituality.

Prepared an Italian libretto for

a new opera after

Shakespeare's King Lear.

Prepared an original Spanish

libretto for La morte di

Medusa, based on the Greek

myth of Perseus beheading

Medusa.

Writing an original libretto for

an operatic cycle after the epic

Ramayana of Hindu literature. 

CREATIVE WRITER

Freelance · Self-employed 

2007–Present

Simultaneous, consecutive and

written translations for private

and institutional clients in the

following bi-directional

language couplings: English–

Spanish, English–Italian, and

Spanish–Italian.

Partial translations of Dante's

Divine Comedy (into Spanish),

Shakespeare's King Lear (into

Italian), and of several of

Mozart's and Wagner's libretti

(into Spanish and English).

TRANSLATOR

Pneuma Institute · AMCO ·

Freelancer

2000–Present

Including La Jolla Symphony,

Orquesta Mexicana de las

Artes, Orquesta de Baja

California, Orquesta Sinfónica

Carlos Chávez, Orquesta

Sinfónica Juvenil de

Guadalajara, and Orquestra

Sinfónica da Universidade São

Paulo.

GUEST CONDUCTOR

Various orchestras

2011–2020

In Kay Castaldo's productions

of Die Zauberflöte

In Robert Swedberg's

production of Il barbiere di

Siviglia

In Kay Castaldo's production

of Lucia di Lammermoor

ASSISTANT STAGE DIRECTOR

University of Michigan

2013–2014

It is pure, ethereal,
poetic perfection!

 Rory Freedman
#1 New York Times

Best-Selling Author

Sublime! Genius!
Music for the soul.

Manuel Gallegos
Peruvian Tenor
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